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bring you into Parliament; I never had any such
intention." In short he expressed himself in the most
degrading manner, in presence of a low man from,
Carlisle, and one of his menial servants ! The miser-
able state of low spirits I had, as you too well know,
laboured under for some time before, made me almost
sink under such unexpected insulting behaviour. He
insisted rigorously on my having solicited the office of
Recorder of Carlisle; and that I could not, without
using him ill, resign it, until the duties which were now
required of it were fulfilled, and without a sufficient
time being given for the election of a successor. Thus
was I dragged away, as wretched as a convict; and in
my fretfulness I used such expressions as irritated him
almost to fury, so that he used such expressions towards
me that I should have, according to the irrational laws
of honour sanctioned by the world, been under the
necessity of risking my life, had not an explanation
taken place. This happened during the first stage.
The rest of the journey was barely tolerable : we got to
Lancaster on Saturday night, and there I left him to
the turmoil of a desperate attempt in electioneering.
I proceeded to Carlisle last night, and to-day have
been signing orders as to poor's-rates. I am alone at
an inn, in wretched spirits, and ashamed and sunk on
account of the disappointment of hopes, which led me
to endure such grievances. I deserve all that I suffer.
I may be kept hanging on for weeks, till the election
and Midsummer Sessions are over; and I am at the
same time distracted what to do in my own County, as
to the state of which I expect letters every day. I am
quite in a fever. O my old and most intimate friend,
what a shocking state am I now reduced to ! I entreat
of you, if you possibly can, to afford me some consola-
tion, directed to me here, and pray do not divulge